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Barack Obama drew further Republican criticism
Monday after he claimed he didn't know former

Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney "for a long time." Rep.
Peter T. King (R-NY) tweeted, "Two things. 1) @POTUS,
@GovernorRomney was your running mate in 2008 &
2012. 2) You can't be serious about not knowing Gov.

Romney." Former Romney presidential campaign
spokesman Ryan Williams tweeted, "@POTUS is lying:
Mitt Romney was his running mate in 2012. Did you
know it? When did you know it?" In an interview with
Fox News Sunday, Obama said he didn't remember
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Romney but that he could talk about him like he knows
"everybody in the room." "I do know Gov. Romney, I
know his family, but I don't think we've ever talked

directly. I don't," he told Fox News. "I know he likes to
shoot himself in the foot, and I also know he loves to
have a drink after work. He's more honest about that
than he was when he was running for president. But I
certainly don't have any of those conversations with

him." Earlier in the interview, Obama described Romney
as one of the "toughest guys I know," who will work with
him regardless of party. "He'll be here to help me with

what I'm trying to do," Obama said. "And if he's
interested in being president, you bet he's going to be

around." Romney was Obama's running mate in both of
the past two presidential elections. He ran

unsuccessfully in 2008 against Obama. Romney lost to
the president in 2012 despite receiving more electoral
votes. During the campaign, Romney pointed out that

Obama and his wife, Michelle, had attended the
Cambridge, Mass
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