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Spencer's novels typically follow the life of a young woman as she falls in love and her
relationship progresses with the man she loves. In many of her novels, a dream lover appears

early in the story to set things in motion, and later the two lovers are torn apart by
circumstance or other people. The style of writing is highly descriptive of the characters, place
and time, often using poetry. LaVyrle Spencer grew up in a small town, and she began writing

as soon as she was an adult. She worked for a while for a newspaper, and then she was a social
worker. She went to graduate school to learn psychology. In 1985 she and her first husband

moved to Savannah, Georgia, to run a foster care program, the Savannah Parents and Children
Center. She has a teenage daughter, Loretta, from her first marriage and a daughter, Dawn,
from her second husband, Roger. Spencer published her first romance, A Year and A Kiss, in

1984. She followed up with historical romances The Christmas Secret, The Chance at Dreaming
and To Catch a Cowboy. In 1986 she published Love's Tenderness, which won the Golden Heart
Award in the then-contemporary category. Her next couple of books were historical romances

with unusual settings, To Keep and to Hold and Kiss Her Once Again and Once Bitten, neither of
which was well-received. She fared better with Return to Belgrade in 1991, which won the

Golden Heart Award in the historical category. She followed up with A New Beginning, which
won the Golden Heart Award the following year. Her next historical, Inseparable, was also a
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success. Then she shifted to contemporary romances, which she wrote in large part to earn
money to help support her family. Of these, she said that they are "unromantic" and just "more

authentic." She published her first three of these, Twice Loved, Feuding Fiances and Heart of
Her Own in 1992. The second of those was the first of her books to win the prestigious HOLT

Award, and it was the second-quickest-selling romance of 1994. That year, Spencer also
published the first of her three New York Times bestsellers, Separate Beds, followed by Living

Only Twice (1995) and March Song (1998). Home Song was her first work in a historical setting.
It sold more copies than her first six books combined. The book was picked as one of the best

of 1998, and was nominated for the RITA Award. After another RITA nomination for Family
Blessings in 1999, Spencer retired from writing.
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Just back from a weekend away. You’d think it was the weekend but we had more like two days
of holidays. They were full of all kinds of fun activities. You don’t have a life in a holiday unless
you live in New Zealand. Have you read the MG series or Morning Glory. It’s amazing and she
wrote so many books, all in this series as well. I wonder if she’ll have another book out soon,
it’s been a long time. LaVyrle states that she wrote the first book in her series in 1994, on a
rush basis after being laid off from her job. She only had three days to write the story. An

epiphany occurred to her - she had taught at the university level for over twenty years and had
always been an English teacher. The novel's plotline came to her while walking her dogs. She

was inspired to create a fictionalized biography of herself. She writes that the series is "a
tribute to her teachers and to God. She even makes it a point of never giving the heroine's
name in the first chapter. LaVyrle is her real name, and she has the mother-in-law and the

friends who know her." LaVyrle's most popular series is the Penny Hardy/Randy Sharpe series.
A most excellent introduction to both writers is the story Hometown Honor. It was a New York
Times bestseller. Randy has many appearances in the stories and has been with Penny since

she was orphaned and Randy was the sheriff of the town in which her grandfather had the
general store. (He was the town's sheriff when my grandparents were young). LaVyrle has

been awarded by the Romantic Novelists Association the RWA's Nora Roberts Lifetime
Achievement Award. 5ec8ef588b
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